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Fac-simile of the
passenger list of
the steamship
"Olympic."

which brought
Shonts and
Amanda back

from their trip to
Europe in 1914.

before
Mrs. Thomas

won her divorce.
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How Shonts and his friend were accustomed to refister
when on their travels.

urally a gossip or a

busybody, and that she
did not appear and give
her testimony against
Thomas with any rel¬
ish. She revealed the
fact that Detective Ben¬
jamin's wife, Mrs. Ben¬
jamin, made her ac¬

quaintance and unwit¬
tingly extracted the in¬
formation from her
which Mrs. Mitchell
never would have given
if sho had suspected

hat Mrs. Benjamin was a detective.
At laat the advance army of spotters and trailers and

istenera and peekers and eavesdroppers had their game
rell stalked and thoroughly well surrounded So word
ras sent to Mrs. Thomas that the time was ripe for her
Tand entrance upon the scene. On April 24, 1914,
lmanda herself arrived in Boston and the stage was fully
et for the grand finale. Everybody took up his position
t his hot air pipe or window or curtain or keyhole and
very possible avenue of approach or retreat was guarded.
At 3:1ft in the afternoon of the fateful day Louise

coman was at her window and saw Thomas enter the
lasaachusetts avenue house across tho street. A few
tinutcs later Thomas appeared at his window "very

and looking for aomebody, the faithful Yeo-
tan reported.
At 6 o'clock the Somebody arrived.Somebody in

kirta.
She went into the house.
At the Somebody went out with Thomas's bag.

'hich the Yeoman woman described with minute detail
-a black canvassing bag.
In a faw momenta the Somebody returned with eat-

rolea. How the Yeoman woman's eye waa able to pent*
rate the bag and see or smell eatables is not plain. But
the Yeoman eye did not X-ray hito the bag, never

ind. Detective Benjamin was right on the job In the
reet balow. The sleuth was not to be foiled on a detail
' this kind. He had followed the Somebody, saw her
i.v food at the delicatessen store and liquor at tho liquor
ore.
The aituation at the Thomaa apartment waa regarded

iringher chorus girl days

as very favorable. All hands were "piped" to duty, and
at 10-05 o'clock in the evening everybody had been mus¬

tered for the grand climax. Yeoman met Benjamin,
Duren and Caskic and Turner soon joined the party out¬
side of Thomas's apartment house.

Mrs. Thomas attached herself to the eager gronp in
the street and the orders were issued to move upon the
enemy.

Defective Turner, who had a room in the building, let
the little army in with his latchkey. Detective Duren,
who waa not known to Thomas, led the advance up the
stairs and along the hall and knocked on the door of
Thomas's room. A feminine voice asked t

"Who's thereV*
Duren replied, .with a noise that imitated a telegraph

messenger, "I have a telegram."
Th<ySomebody opened the door to receive the telegram,

whereupon Duren inserted a good sized foot with a husky
shoe on it. In another instant the door was forced back
by Duren, and immediately behind hiiji came Mrs* Amanda
Thomas herself followed by the Yeoman woman and
Detective Benjamin.

There stood Miss Somebody in Herbert Thomas's
apartment.

It was a terrible shock to Mrs. Thomas. Amanda her¬
self, a married woman, had comd from the affectionate
caresses of Theodore Shonts, a man who belonged to an¬
other woman, to find her husband, Herbert Thomas, with
somebody he was not married to, either.

It was almost too much for Amanda's moral sensi
bilities. Mrs. Thomas, who for years had spent her life
with Shonts/ had travelled in Europe with him, was so
shocked that she fixed an indignant gaze on Herbert
Thomas and uttered these three wortis:
""You dirty toanl"
It is almost too sad a picture to pursue. Overcome by

her emotion, Mrs. Thomas left the scene and took the train
back to New York, where Mr. Shonts »met her and com¬
forted her, and took Amanda to Europe, though the di¬
vorce was not yet granted.

Of course, only one thing remained to be done.to
grant Mrs. Thomas's plea for a divorce. And this decree
was issued in the Pall of 1914.on October 24.

It is interesting to note that in her own testimonv
Amanda declared:

QUESTION.Whon did the defendant (Herbert

"You dirty man!" shouted Amanda as the detective opened the door and she pointed ^(1
her finger at Herbert Thomas. ^

It was the dramatic climax which Mrs. Thomas and her little army of detectives had blen nine weeks in

working up for Amanda's Divorce Drama. When the stage was fully set to close in on Mr. Thomas, Amanda,
at the head of her sleuths, strode into the room, made her stinging remarks.and then returned to her old

sweetheart, Shonts, and went to Europe with him for the Summer, while the Judge was pondering the evi¬
dence in her suit for divorce from Thomas.

Thomas) last contribute to your support, as near as you
can recall f

ANSWER.I should say in the year 1905.
Q..Has he given you anything for the support of

your child t
A.He has given the child five dollars since he has

been born.
Q..Nothing felsef
A..Nothing else.
Q..He never provided clothing or anything else I
A..No, sir.
Q..Or any present of any kindf
A..That was a present.the five dollars was a Christ¬

mas present.
Q..You have supported the boy since his birth f
A..I have, yes, sir.
Ought not the wronged wife be handsomely recom¬

pensed t The Judge awarded Amanda 63 a week for her
support!

While Amanda stood at the head of her little army
and surveyed the woman in her husband's apartment she
took occasion to ask:

"Do you know that Herbert Thomas if a married man
and the fsther of s child

It is not shown in the testimony whether the woman

replied to Amanda:
"Do you know that Theodore Shonts is a married man

end the father of two childrent"
Mrs. 8honts did not know of the divorce proceedings,

which were very quietly earried on by Mrs. Thomas's
lawyers. If Mrs. Shonts in 1914 had known shout it she
would have endeavored to raiae the question as to
Amanda's relations with Mr. Shonts, and whether Mrs.
Thomas waa a proper person to be given the custody of
the boy Herbert.

And now at this late datft Mrs. Shonts'i lawyers.
Judge Warren Dixon and Oeorge W. Files, would like to
ask Amanda Thomas these questional

If yonr husband, Herbert ttiomsi, did not pay a dollar
for your support from 1905 lo 1914.who did pay your
bills t

After all those years that yon and Mr. Shonts were

travelling around together, what was it in 1914 that sud«
denly decided you to get a divorce?

How much did you pay for all those detectives and the
other witnesses afcd the expenses and the lawyers' feest

Where did you get the money to pey all those bills T
One of the bunch, it has already been noted, who was

set on Thomas's trsil was Amanda's brother, John Caakie*
And John Caskie waa on the payroll of Shonta's Inter*
borough.an adjuster for the Interborough. So Brother
John, working for Shonta's company, manages to get

some lime off to help Shonts's "friend Amanda" get her
divorce evidence.

Did the Interborough pay Brother'John Caskie while
working for Shonts and Amanda t Did the Interborough,
perhaps, pay the detectives and the whole expense of the
Thomas divorce 6uitt Or did Shonts supply the money?
Mrs. Shonts would like to have the .Thomas woman ex¬

plain this and many other things.
It cost a good deal of money to stage Amanda's di¬

vorce drama. Detective Benjamin was nine weeks on

the job in Boston, ilis salary and expenses were quite
likely not less than $2,000. And then there was his wife
.how much did Mrs. Benjamin gett And the two other
detectives cost quite a lot. Then there was the garrulous
Yeoman woman and her expenses. And John Caskie,
Brother John; did Shonts get the Interborough to eon-

tribute him free to help out the distinguished president
of the company in a little private affair that he was

fixing upt There were lots of miscellaneous costs and
expenditures and the lawyers' bills.

Probably $10,000; perhaps more, the Divorce Drama
cost Amanda; But how did she get the $10,000 to pay
the billst Amanda was a $20-a-week chorus girl when
Herbert Thomas married her in 1901. Herbert lost all
his money. Amanda didn't have any. And Amanda
awears she never got a dollar for her support from her
husband froih. 1905 to 1914.

How on earth did she get along all those years, with
every comfort and plenty of clothes and trips to Europe,
and have enough to spare to. stage that rather expensive
divorce suit!

In Shonts's very curious "last will," which Mrs.
Thomas is trying to have accented, is this clause:

SEVENTH.I give to my friend Louise \ jman the
sum of fa.ooo.
Was this in special recognition of *oe meritorious ser¬

vices rendered on the divorce battlefield.perhaps for
conspicuous bravery and self-sacrinic that day when
Yeoman unflinchingly left uneaten . tho«e buckwheat
cakes and followed the path of duty at tud heels of Her¬
bert Thomas T

Only when Mrs. Shonts's suits come to trial will the
many and curious questions about Mrs. Thomas's rela¬
tions with Theodore Shonts be answered. And in the
words of Rev. Dr. Straton.

"II the wronged wife is finally robbed end the other
woman (eta. this money, will not the tendency be for every
weak girl in the city to ask herself the queetion, 'If she
did these things and go* away with it and now flourishes,
why nay not I f H

(To Continued Next Sundnu)


